Letter 1:  from John Ogilvie (1751-1828) founder of J&J Ogilvie to Dr. John Duncan, perhaps his brother-in-law.  Case of Mrs. Sinclair and Insurance policy on vessel.  Details of activities of John Ogilvie’s sons:  James, George, John, Duncan, Pete and Andrew, and mention of his three daughters and sister.

John Ogilvie & Son

Dundee

Dr. John Duncan,  Physician

Eyemouth by Ayton

Berwickshire

(in another hand)





 1811

July 15 To my proportion of £240 liferented by Miss


 Duncan being 1/7






£35.  -


To my 1/11 Share of Miss Burgh’s residue



 68.   8. 8


To my 1/6 of 1/11 - of Patr. Duncan’s share who died


  before Miss C. Burgh





 11 .  8. 1








        
         £114. 16. 9


By D. Jobson Cashier for the Dundee Bank



Draft on Kinlock & Son of London at



45 days being the par at Dundee


           114 . 16. 9








Dundee 15 July 1811

Dr Sir,


I received yours of the 13 Instant with the necessary papers in the case of the Miss Burghs - and we have now enclosed you a Draft from the Bank here for the above amount of £114. 16. 9 at 45 days date being the par date paid in London - We have paid 4/- for the Stamp for the draft and 5/3 of Postage which you’ll find is equal to a month’s Interest of the above Sum at 4 per cent being lodged in the Bank since the 15 June last – You’ll get this Bill discounted when you place with any Banker allowing the difference of the Exchange with you - and it will be obliging to have a Receipt. 

In my letter I made a mistake in calling Mr Sinclair,  Williamson, How this Run-in with that family is to be settled we know not - I am surprised at what you say as to the Policy of Insurance on his Vessel which you say Mrs Sinclair fraudulently gave up. How she could do this or get payment of it I cannot conceive if the Policy was in your name? None but you or your attorney regularly empowered by you could get payment.  If the Policy was in her name she no doubt could get payment, but it was madness in you to have allowed the Policy to be in her name so far as you were concerned. John Murray in a letter to me sometime ago mentioned that owing to you not coming forward and claiming the Insurance nothing could be paid that was insured on behalf of the family so that this is a very different story from your statement, but I suspect he has not been acquainted with the circumstances.  At any rate, you should make yourself well acquainted as to how the Policy really read, for if it was in your name she could not get payment of it and if the underwriters paid for it was upon their own shoulders.  I suspect you were deeply engaged in that vessel which was unfortunate. So you should really write to some confidential person about this so as it may be cleared up to your satisfaction and will give me pleasure to hear that you see daylight in due course.

In my first letter to you I omitted to tell how my Family stand at present – James, my oldest son, is now in partnership with me in Business.  He was married to a Miss Jameson of Dysart 6 years ago has one Son alive & two Daughters dead.  George, after getting his Education at Edinburgh and London as a Surgeon, went [on] two voyages to China as Surgeon of a ship.  [On] the third voyage he left the vessel by permission of the captain and at the request of the Company there to go as Surgeon & Purser of the Discovery, a vessel fitted out by the Company to survey the whole China Seas & make drafts of the same.  He continued in that vessel two years and in the year 1808 he was taken off and [went to] Batavia where he remained 7 Months, left it in good health for Bombay where he now acts as Surgeon Assistant having been empowered as such when he agreed to go with the Discovery.  John, your namesake, [who] settled in the Prince of Wales Island five years ago as a general merchant, is in Company with a Mr. Hutton and doing well.  Duncan has been a Lieutenant in the Madras Infantry in the Company’s service these five years and doing well.  Pete, who was bred a Seaman went out to China fifth mate from London but left the vessel at the Prince of Wales Island and got in as second officer of a Coumpany Ship but poor man, he died on his passage from there to Malacca in July 1810 of a Complaint in his Bowels of two days.  He was very Stout and only 19 years of age.  Andrew, the youngest, went out two years ago to the Prince of Wales Island as a Clergy[man]  and John sent him to a respectable House at Malacca from that he went as a passenger on a vessel of John’s to Umbryna(?) & we expect to hear of them (missing text) with first fleet.  My three daughters and (missing text)  sister are all here and well and they trust you’ll now let us hear from you in that regard;  how you are, so that we may know you’re in the land of the living and that of hope.   And nothing can be more pleasant than to hear of the welfare of relations.

I am Dr Sir Your most Obedient Servant,

John Ogilvie

